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The Month in Review 


April 24——-Major General Edwin A. Walker 
is reassigned after being transferred from 
the Twenty-Fourth Infantry Division sta- 
tioned in Germany; Walker was criticized 
for allegedly indoctrinating his troops with 
propaganda from the John Birch Society. 

April 25—-A Project Mercury capsule car- 
ried by an Atlas rocket fails to orbit after 
firing off Cape Canaveral. 

Politics 

April 8—The Republican National Com- 
mittee releases results of a study of the 
1960 election revealing that Republicans 
failed to receive the suburban vote. 

April 18—Former Secretary of Labor James 
Mitchell is nominated as Republican can- 
didate for the governorship of New Jersey. 

Scientific Research 

April 14—Robert C. Seamans, Jr., associate 
administrator of the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, testifies before 
the House Science and Astronautics Com- 
mittee that the project to place a man on 
the moon has been moved ahead one year. 

April 27—-The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration launches Explorer 
XI carrying a telescope from Cape Ca- 
naveral. 

Segregation 

April 6—The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peoples chal- 
lenges the recent award of a government 
contract to the Lockheed Aircraft Cor- 
poration to produce jet transports at its 
Marietta, Georgia, plant. The N.A.A.- 
C.P. contends that the contract is a 
“shameful mockery” of Kennedy’s recent 
order barring anti-Negro discrimination 
in government work. 

April 23—Voters in St. Helena Parish 
(Louisiana) choose to close their public 
schools rather than integrate them; the 
vote is 1,147—57. 

April 24—The Virginia Supreme Court 
affirms lower court convictions of Negroes 
participating in sit-down demonstrations, 
under the state’s anti-trespass laws. 

April 26—The Department of Justice asks 
a federal court to order the state of Vir- 
ginia to stop using state funds for public 
schools anywhere in Virginia until Prince 
Edward County provides public schools; 
to ban the use of state or county funds for 
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private schools in Prince Edward; to en- 
join local and state officials in Virginia 
“from failing or refusing to maintain in 
Prince Edward County a system of free 
public schools.” 

Supreme Court 


April 17—-The Court rules 6—3 that a pri- 
vately operated restaurant in a publicly- 
owned parking garage in Wilmington, 
Delaware, cannot refuse to serve Negroes. 

In three cases, the Court rules that the 
National Labor Relations Board cannot 
prevent unions from requiring union 
membership for certain foremen’s jobs and 
insisting that these foremen handle all 
hiring: nor can the N.L.R.B. deny the 
validity of a whole union contract if a 
single clause must be invalidated. 

April 24—The Court rules that states may 
exclude from law practice those appli- 
cants who refuse to answer their questions. 
In another ruling, the Court holds that a 
lawyer who refuses to respond to questions 
on the subject of ambulance chasing may 
be disbarred. The federal Constitution’s 
protection against self-incrimination, it is 
held, does not apply to state proceedings, 
but only to federal cases. 

After Justice Felix Frankfurter delivers 
an oral dissent, Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren accuses him of “degrading the court,” 
by delivering a lecture instead of a dissent. 


VATICAN 

April 2—Pope John XXIII, at the end of 
the Easter Sunday services, broadcasts a 
message and blessing. 


VIETNAM, SOUTH 


April 4—Intensified fighting between 
government troops and Communist guer- 
rillas in South Vietnam is reported. 

April 6—Meeting in Washington, U. S. Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy and British Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan confer on the 
situation in Vietnam. 

April 9—Voting for president and vice-pres- 
ident is held. 

April 10—Incomplete returns give a large 
vote to President Ngo Dinh Diem and 
Vice-President Nguyen Ngoc Tho. 

April 11—It is reported that Ngo received 
85 per cent of the votes cast in Sunday’s 
election. 
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The Month in Review 


Oct. 30—Nixon says Rockefeller should 
actively compete in state primaries in 
1964 in order to prove himself the strong- 
est presidential candidate; Nixon will not 
compete in any 1964 primaries. 

Segregation 

Oct. 3—13 Negroes are admitted to first 
grade classes in white schools in Memphis, 
Tennessee, in voluntary, token desegre- 
gation. 

Oct. 10—Southern School News reports 
that in the fall of 1961, 31 more Southern 
school districts desegregated, with a total 
of 392 Negroes. Alabama, Mississippi 
and South Carolina have not begun to de- 
segregate. 

Oct. 16—Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
announces that the IIlinois Central, the 
Southern and the Louisville and Nashville 
railroads have agreed to desegregate their 
terminal facilities. 

Oct. 23—Full desegregation of all schools 
in Lebanon and Wilson Counties, Tennes- 
see, by January, 1962, is ordered by a 
federal district court. 

Oct. 25—Complying with an _ Interstate 
Commerce Commission ruling to desegre- 
gate interstate bus terminal facilities, seg- 
regation signs are painted over in Mc- 
Comb, Mississippi; city authorities set up 
sidewalk signs at once directing Negroes 
and whites to different waiting rooms. 

Oct. 31—The Department of Justice files 
suit in Oxford, Mississippi, to enjoin state 
and local law enforcement officials from 
enforcing state segregation laws in bus or 
railroad transportation. 

Supreme Court 


Oct. 2—A new Court session opens, with 
more than a thousand cases on its docket. 

Oct. 9—Solicitor General Archibald Cox 
asks the Supreme Court to urge the states 
to reapportion state legislative districts, 
in a case involving Tennessee. 

Oct. 23—The Court directs lower federal 
courts to hear a case brought by the Na- 
tional Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People in Alabama. The 
N.A.A.C.P. is protesting an Alabama 
state ruling preventing it from doing busi- 
ness in that state. 

VIETNAM, SOUTH 


Oct. 2—President Ngo Dinh Diem declares 
that the war with Communist guerrillas 
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has grown into a “real war waged by an 
enemy who attacks us with regular units 
fully and heavily equipped.” 

Oct. 7—The South Vietnam government 
reports that 171 of its troops and 374 
guerrillas have been killed between Sep- 
tember 20 and October 4. 

Oct. 11—President Kennedy announces 
that his military representative, General 
Maxwell D. Taylor, will go to South 
Vietnam shortly. 

Oct. 12—-The Moscow radio broadcasts a. 
warning that any U.S. troops sent to 
Vietnam would violate the 1954 Geneva 
agreement on Indochina. 

Oct. 21—General Taylor and his aides in- 
spect the South-North Vietnam border 
area. 

Oct. 24—South Vietnam presents the In- 
ternational Control Commission with a 
16-page documented statement of North 
Vietnamese aggression. | 

General Taylor and’ President Ngo 
Dinh Diem confer on U.S. assistance in 
routing North Vietnamese Communist 
guerrillas. 

Oct. 25—-General Taylor leaves Vietnam for 
Thailand. 

Oct. 26—The U.S. White House makes 
public a message sent earlier this week 
to President Ngo from President Kennedy. 
Kennedy’s message affirmed the U.S. in- 
tent to help South Vietnam continue its 
fight against aggression from North Viet- 


nam. 

YUGOSLAVIA (See also Sweden.) 

Oct. 14—The Yugoslav government, noting 
several articles in American newspapaers 
criticizing Yugoslavia, asks U.S. Am- 
bassador George Kennan for an official 
statement on U.S. policy toward Yugo- 
slavia. 





ERRATUM 


The editors regret that an error ap- 
peared in “The Month in Review” 
in the November issue. Under U.S. 
Government, item of September 27, 
page 319, right column, line 43, should 
read: “The total appropriation voted 
_by the first session of the eighty-seventh 
Congress is a record $95.& billion.” 
We suggest that all subscribers make 
this correction in their November, 
1961, copies. 
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